
 

 

WARLIMPIRNGA TJAPALTJARRI 
 
Warlimpirrnga Tjapaltjarri came in to Kiwirrkura in 1984. Prior to this he had been living in 
country to the west of Lake Mackay along with eight other members of his immediate 
family. It was estimated that at the time of the family’s arrival in Kiwirrkura he was 25 years 
old. Warlimprirrnga’s paintings depict undulating landscapes appearing to oscillate and 
move with visual energy. He generates this effect by painting patterned backgrounds on 
which he meticulously adds tight, meandering lines composed of thousands of dots. These 
lines and switchbacks correspond to mythical stories about the Pintupi, the Aboriginal group 
of which he is a member, and the formation of the desert in which they live.  Fred R Meyers, 
an anthropologist who has studied the Pintupi and their art, states that the way that the 
lines and curves tell the stories remains mostly a mystery. “The paintings operate more like 
mnemonic devices than like representations of a narrative.” 
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