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Ada Rullova, r'Come to Life"
Sabn 94, tt oqStr Jan 9 (ree Uptowil),
I or its iruuguralexhibirion, Salon 94.
! (in collaboration with Artemis
I Greenberg V'an Doren Gallery) is
debuting new work by New York video
arfist Aida Ruilova. Viewers may feela
bit l ike houseguests in Jeanne Green.
berg's chic l iving room of a gallery
space, smartly furnished with sofas
and a fireplace. (Salon %, located in the

dea.ler's own home, is ppen Wednesday
and by appoinlment only.) In contrast
to the posh sefting, Ruilova's installa.
tion of seven short.format videos-
playing on monitors of varying sizes
scaftered throughout the main gallery
and enfryway---<onjures up a sort of
hippie horror house of endless corri.
dors, forbidden rooms and secret
cellars. The long.haired, zombielike
characters who populate these videos

tors interact. Ruilova s subjects address
her handheld camera with varving de.
grees of urgency and indiffe:-ence, but
remain ultimately untouchable in theLr
ecstasies, which seem to fallsomervhere
betrveen Antonin Ar taud's  Theater  of
Cruel ty  and satanic r i tes (bv rvav of
B-horror movies)

Through her  *  e l l .a imed,  I ignmrng
fast  edi ts ,  Rui lova summons ior th a
m)'sterious shut.in rvorld that emerses
from the cracks of  a spl in tered mGe.
en .scene .  These  a re  gasped ,  sp i t  and
hypervent i la ted shots.  Pulver iz ine
rea l  t ime ,  t hen  s r r i ng ing  i r  back  ro .
gether  as "magickal"  act ion,  Rui lova 's
"c inema" is  aesthet ica l )y  and erh icai l1 '
a t  odds wirh,  say,  Doug Ai tken's  con.
merc ia l ly  engineered,  smooth space.
t imecont inuum. l f  the experrence of
vlewlng most contemporary 

" 
rdeo art

feels  a lo t  l ike window shopping.  v is i t .
ing th is  shorv at  Salon 94 is  more l ike
stumbl ing upon a coven of  psyche.
delic witches.-Jo hn KebeyAidr Ruflove, Ah-Sh-th, dchll, 2002,

appear to be either trapped in this
place or sealed 0ff, Waco.sfyle.

Crouching on the fl oor, hanglng
from the ceiling, chanting rn cor.
ners, Ruilora's actors are glimpsed
in rapid, precrsely edited cue. Bur
unlike the music.video format
these works both target and sr6.
verl the sound here is also soliced.
The continuous looping ol thesi

. sonlqtimeS synchronized, some.
umes col.lldng segmenE prod uces
a jarring, aufistic rhythm as audio
and video from the different moni.


