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According to the Russian director Andrei
Tarkuvskl .  i r  is crnsnr.r rnore th.rn :rrr i
other art thrt enhances and prolongs a
meager dose of t ime. but I  suspect r.nan,v

Aida Ruifova, You'rc Prctty,2OOO,
DVD in  co lo r  w i th  sound t rack ,  36  seconds

of Lrs think of nrusic as the essential art of
renrolcl ing ch:rat ion ancl cl istort ing thc reg-
ulari t ies of the clock. Aicla Rr-r i lova dra*'s
on both: Her conccption of vicleo is
indebted more to thc montage-based
re  s th r t i c  t> f  c inemr  th rn  to  p : r in t ing  or
sculpture, in r.r'hich so much video lr'ork
remains tacit ly rooted, and she uses
images of things l ike records and musicel
instryments not only to mention sound
itself  br-rt  also to draw. our artenrion to rhe
way her pieces are musical lv structured-
somewherc betu'een tnp hop and drum 'n'

bass, m:rvbe, making rhr. ' thnr both hvp-
not ic  and rssau l t i ve  .  The ner ru t i ve  e le -
rnents  a re  therc  n ros t ly  to  ge t  cu t  up  lnc l
then deplol e cl in rcpeti t ive, rhyrhmic
sequences rvhose efTect is sor-nehou,as
nruch tact i le-onc nt ight even say percr.rs-
sivc-as visurl .  She is a musicirn, after al l
(a member of an experirnental noise-rock
band cal led Alva), and her bio (es brief as
one of her artworks) nantcs rts many CD
releases rnd nrusic videos as exhibir ions.

A friend of mine, a heavy-metal fanatic,
once described his ideal musicel experience
this way: I t  should approximare the sensa-
t ior-r you'd have during the spl i t  seconcl
b t tu 'ecn  r l re  t in re  you sx \ \ '  : tn  J ton l i !
bomb fal l ing and the moment you were
vaporized, and i t  should stretch that or-rt
for about three minutes. Showing simul-
taneor,rsi ir  on two adjacent monitors, the
fo,ur color D\lDs recently on view, (in the
gallery's "White Rooms" exl.r ibi t ion sencs)
clock in bt ivci i  under that for the bunch
of them, bro.r the.r similarly seem ro spas-
modicaliy e,;fanci ti-re!.r little shards of
t ime toward some erqu.sitely torturous
l imit.  OD No (al l  works zooo) is bui l t  up
around shots of a young woman's face as

she variousl.v l lnrnts, morns, sl-u' ieks. or
murnrurs the phrasc th.rt  grrcs thc r i  ork
i ts  t r t le ,  in te rcu t  w i th  v ic*s  o f  (p rcsunr . rb l r
hcr own) bare lcgs end feet ;rs she r i  elks
olr the necks ancl bodrcs of rt  se rrcs oi
electr ic gLutars l l  ing on the f loor rncl * i th
c lose-ups  o f  the  ins t rL rnrenrs  rhcnrsc i \  c \ -
:r l l  accomprnied br the rgoulzcrl  sorrn(is
oi scrunching guitrtr  str ings. ThroLrgl-r
rcpc t i t t ( )n .  O i ;  \u ' r  \ ( .nsc  ( ) l  i [ l g \ t  ,  ] r
trepidatron revel ls an uncie r lvirrg iongrng
for destrr.rct iort.  You're Preth, ,rn cVcn
creeprer piece, take s irclvrrr)tr lge of rhc
srnre kincl of altcrn;rt ion: A Jorrg-h.r irc. i ,
helf-n.rkccl guv in el lsscs irrrgs .rn .unp ln . l
clark brrsement rr,hi lc reperrtrng rhc phr.rsc
" ) 'ou ' re  p re t t ! "  in  r r  c ls tu rb ing l r ,  in ien t r l r
drawl; in quick counterpoint u c scc irrnd.
i tr  anrpl i f ied solrncl.  heer) hrnr scr:rping r irc
tace oi an LP lrcross :r ccnre nt f loor lncl .r
rough brick wall-an ocld sort of p.r inf ir l
carcss. (The sickening souncl oi thc. recorcl
bcrng ruined is enor.rgh ro irrcluce sfrudclcrs
in  anyone w i th  the  vagucsr  reco l lec t i i>n  o f
r l te  Age o f  V i r rv l . t  Thc  orhcr  t rvo  p iccc ' .
Beat 6- Peru and Hey, run nrore elrborrrc
v r r ia t ions  on  s i rn i la r  pJ t t ( rn \ .  hea( 'n l lng
correspondinglv more opeque. But rhc.r
al l  rr-rakc you ie el l i ! .e 1'ou' i  c r incle rg,.ry1g
far more tn: ln either t l ' 'eir  brici :r l l lotte cl
t i rne or t l -re ruCirr ienta$' components ol l t
of whir;h rhey're constmcted can quite
accoLini for. There's a bit  of Pipi lotr i  Risr 's
delphic giddrn:ss to al l  this, rrnd nrore
tl-ran a bit  of Bnrce N:.runrrrn s pugn;lclr\ ' -
cven an echo ol the stuttering phrlses
scrarvlcd across S'-,zanne NlcClel land's
early paint ings-but rhese rr orks are
funny, gr:rt ing, and rrnrptrve rn rhcir o\\ 'n
exhi larat ing *,ar ' .

-Barry .\chwahsky


